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The Tacoma Chinese Reconciliation Park is a collaboration of 

the Chinese Reconciliation Project Foundation and the City of Tacoma.



Chinese Reconciliation Park Mission
• To establish a historical memory of the tragic expulsion of Tacoma’s Chinese community in 1885

• Promote peace, harmony and understanding in Tacoma’s multi-cultural community

• Serve as an example of reconciliation for other communities that have endured similar events



HISTORY



Journey to Gold Mountain

• U.S. Gold Rush circles the globe

• Life was hard in southeast China in the early 1800s

• Chinese follow their dreams of striking it rich

History of the Expulsion



Life of the Early Chinese American

• Arriving at “Gold Mountain,” Chinese immigrants are welcomed

• Chinese work by any means available to save money

• U.S. Gold Rush diminishes, economy declines, wages drop and jobs

become scarce

• Chinese who came for opportunity become targets of discrimination and

disrespect

The 1885 Chinese Expulsion



Climate of Exclusion

• Widespread economic depression fuels anti-Chinese sentiment

• Chinese immigrants become scapegoats

• Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 encourages intolerance

• Tacoma’s anti-Chinese sentiment boils over in March of 1884,

townspeople demand “The Chinese Must Go!”



Planning of the Expulsion

• October 3, 1885 a committee of 15 is appointed to notify the Chinese they 

must leave on or before November first

• Many Chinese leave before the deadline but 200 others remain

• November 3, 1885 mob led by the mayor of Tacoma forcibly evicts

Chinese from their homes and marches them to the train station where

they are expelled from the City

• After the Chinese depart, their settlements are burnt to the ground



Planning of the Expulsion

• Tacoma Chinese try to seek justice in court; 27 indictments are issued on 

charges of conspiracy and insurrection

• Indictments issued in late 1885 were overturned, reinstated, and then

overturned again in 1886

• A new grand jury convenes in 1887 but jurors refuse to reissue

indictments. The 27 men are never held accountable.

• The Chinese expulsion along with ongoing discouragement of resettlement 

earn Tacoma an inhospitable reputation. Chinese are not seen in the city 

again until the 1920s.



Journey to Reconciliation

• In 1982 Dr. David and Mrs. Signy Murdoch move to Tacoma and learn of 

the expulsion

• Coordinating with city, state officials, and community activists, a

process of reconciliation is initiated

• Efforts evolve into the creation of the Chinese Reconciliation Project

Foundation

• Foundation is dedicated to promoting peace, harmony and

understanding in Tacoma’s multi-cultural community

“What they did not deserve 

was to be forcibly expelled 

from our city, to have their 

settlements burned to the 

ground, to be robbed of 

their dignity by Tacoma’s 

leaders...

Tacoma Mayor

Bill Baarsma at the

ground-breaking

ceremony 

of the Chinese 

Reconciliation Park



TELLING A STORY: 

CHINESE GARDEN DESIGN



Chinese Garden Architecture



Existing Site 1998



Existing Site Conditions



Existing Site Conditions 1998



Master Plan 2001

Gold Mountain Pavilion

Entrance Gate
Multicultural Pavilion Fuzhou Pavilion

Classrooms
Reconciliation Pavilion

Bay viewing Pond

Reflection Room

Sojourners’ Room



Garden Rooms

• Traditional Chinese garden has a variety of transitional spaces or garden rooms

• Garden rooms are organized around a special theme

• Park uses the Chinese garden experience to tell the story

• Landscape developed to provide interpretive pathways that allow visitors to experience the

historical event of the expulsion

• Designed as a place of healing and harmony



Entry Room



The Entrance Gate



Walk with the Sojourners

Sojourners’ Room

Entrance Gate

Walk with the Sojourners

Garden Wall



Journey to Gold 

Mountain

• Gold Mountain developed 

in a spiral fashion to create 

a sense of movement and 

journey

• Interpretive signage plaque 

is etched with the story of 

the historical journey and 

hardships of the sojourners

• Grinding stone reflects the

cultural heritage of early 

Chinese immigrants



Gold Mountain Pavilion



Interpretive Signage

• Porcelain enamel,

interpretive signage 

panels

• Reflect the look and feel of

historical newspapers, flyers 

and other documents that 

were researched for this 

project

• Mounting the signs to the 

rocks represents the visual of 

how newspapers and flyers 

were strewn or blown about 

the streets of Tacoma in 

1885

• Integrated panels into the

natural rock of the

landscape



Through the Path of the Expulsion

Gold Mountain 

Pavilion



Path of Expulsion
• Basalt stones symbolize the power and forcefulness of the Tacoma citizens who expelled the Chinese from 

their homes

• Granite rock interprets the tragic walk of the Chinese immigrants as they were marched out of town

• Stones are arranged from larger to smaller, as they descend in size they descend in number of people, 

illustrating their removal or expulsion from the City





Reflection Room

Grotto of the Tides

String of Pearls Bridge

Dragon Mound

Tiger Mound

Reconciliation Pavilion



Reconciliation Pavilion



Grotto of the Tides



String of Pearls Bridge



Cultural Celebration Room

Fuzhou Ting

Beach

String of Pearls Bridge

Multicultural Pavilion

Bay viewing Pond



Reconciliation

“For a city to publicly 

acknowledge the wrongdoing, I 

think it shows sincerity of 

making amends...And in the 

Chinese culture, we always

emphasize forgiving and moving 

on...The project is [certainly] not 

just about sharing of culture, but 

it is a healing of the heart. It is a 

reminder of how we should 

interact with each other. We 

need to be more tolerant, 

understanding... between family

members... and between people 

of different cultures”

Theresa Pan Hosley, President, 

Chinese Reconciliation Project

Foundation



Multicultural Pavilion



Fuzhou Ting



COMMUNITY



Ground Breaking

“On a sunny August 19, by the 

comforting waters of 

Commencement Bay, about 150 

people, both Asians and non-Asians, 

gathered to witness the

groundbreaking of the Chinese 

Reconciliation Park. The ceremony 

marked the beginning of the

healing...”

“Believe me I’ve had dreams about 

this moment many times and 

thought about what I wanted to say 

for so long,” said an emotional 

[Theresa] Hosley in her reflection 

speech at the ceremony...You know, I 

think I have a really strong sense of

relief, and it’s exciting. It’s like 

watching your child take its first step. 

I feel a sense of justice has been 

expressed.”

Excerpt from Christina Twu’s article

Tacoma’s Healing Begins with

Groundbreaking, for the Northwest Asian

Weekly



Walk for Reconciliation



Moon Festival



Celebrations



Community Education
“The greatest part about the docent program is it opens up a 

conversation in the community."
– ZOE FUQUA ’20 UNIVERSITY OF PUGET SOUND



ECOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS



Habitat Bench Construction



Habitat Bench



Ecological Enhancement



Beach Restoration



CURRENT PHASE IV



Inspiration



Multicultural Pavilion



“Forgiving does not erase the bitter past. A healed memory 

is not a deleted memory. Instead, forgiving what we cannot 

forget creates a new way to remember. We change the 

memory of our past into a hope for our future.”

Lewis B. Smedes

Lessons Learned
• Healing takes time

• Process is as important as the park design and 

implementation

• Look toward the future

• Connect message with other communities

• Celebrate diverse cultures

• A place for self-reflection to elevate ourselves to a better 

way of being with community

• Contamination and shoreline site cost

• Science-guided design maximizes ecological benefit



Thank you
Jim Brennan, ASLA – J.A. Brennan Associates Landscape Architect

George Lim, SEGD – Tangram Design, LLC, Tacoma Chinese Reconciliation Project Foundation

Angela Serravo, SEGD – Tangram Design, LLC


